
The Fourth Grade Newsletter 
Apple Creek Elementary                            September 17-21 

Language Arts 
Reading- 

 Our essential question for this week is, 

"How do people respond to natural 

disasters?" Our vocabulary words 

are: alter, collapse, crisis, destruction, 

hazard, severe, 

substantial, and unpredictable. We will 

be taking a quiz on Thursday, Sept. 20. 

Nightly reading will officially begin Oct. 1, 

but of course, I encourage all kids to be 

reading daily now.  

 

Grammar- Our grammar skill for the 

week is identifying and using compound 

sentences. 

 

Writing- We will finish writing our 

friendly letters to our penpals. 

 

Spelling- The words we focus on this 

week will all have the long e sound. The 

words are: evening, zebra, breathe, 

league, squeaky, healer, sleek, indeed, 

wheeze, speech, deed, reef, concrete, 

scheme, belief, chief, honey, donkey, 

family, and weary. The dictation will be 

Friday, Sept. 21. 

Science 
 In science this week, we will be planning and 

conducting simple experiments. During these 

experiments we will be making scientific 

observations, asking questions, using 

appropriate tools to gather data, and 

communicating our observations and 

explanations. All of these scientific processes 

will be used throughout the year to construct 

our knowledge and understanding of science.  

We will also begin our Ecosystem Unit. This 

week we will be building the terrarium part of 

our ecosystems. We will be describing how 

ecosystems are based on interrelationships 

among and between biotic and abiotic factors. 

We still need 11 more 2 liter pop bottles to be 

able to build the whole ecosystem.  

 

Social Studies  

 This week in Social Studies, we will be 

identifying sources and what kind of 

information historians can get from each source 

to learn about what happened in the past. We 

will also continue to identify which sources are 

primary or secondary. Throughout the year we 

will be researching, organizing and evaluating 

information from primary and secondary 

sources to create historical narratives about 

Ohio's history.  We will begin to construct 

timelines of significant events in Ohio and the 

United States. We will construct timelines with  

appropriate titles, evenly spaced intervals and 

events in chronological order.  

 

 

Everyday Mathematics 
Fizz and Martina, "Blue Falls Elementary" 

Next week, students will solve problems using the 

interactive computer program, Fizz and Martina, 

“Blue Falls Elementary.” 

This program helps students understand and 

apply important basic math concepts. The 

students will watch a short video. When math 

problems arise in the story, students work in 

teams to find solutions and articulate their 

strategies. This process builds the skills of 

problem solving, mathematical communication 

and teamwork. 

Upcoming Events 
 

September 14th: Midterms Sent Home  

 
September 20th: Reading Quiz  

 

September 21st- Picture Day/ Spelling 

Dictation  
 


